
Sunday 18th December 2022 

Connecting with each other  

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Dear friends,  
  

 ‘This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place’. 
 

     (Matthew 1:18) 

 

I recently read an old African story told about a group of Europeans who took a safari 

on the Serengeti. Their guide, Mousa, was an experienced and knowledgeable 

African. Anxious to see as many elephants, zebras, gazelles, lions and wildebeests, 

as possible, they pushed poor Mousa to the limit. Gulping rather than savouring each 

moment, the Europeans fell victim to the proverbial ‘had-the-experience-missed-the-

meaning syndrome’. Mousa called a halt, ‘I can go no further, I’ll have to wait for my 

spirit to catch up with me’. 
 

Maybe what you too need this last Sunday of Advent is a call to call a halt, and to wait 

for your spirit to catch up with you. This Sunday’s reading from Matthew’s gospel 

(Matt. 1:18-25) reverberates with the annunciation of Jesus’ birth: ‘This is how Jesus 

Christ came to be born’ (v.18). That is the main reason for the season. The gospel is 

pointing us, in effect, to the drama of Jesus’ coming into our world. That explains why 

this last Sunday in Advent is traditionally called ‘Pointing Sunday’ because we all 

need pointing. Why? Because in our increasingly fractured and broken world, we 

desperately need to be pointed towards healing and transformation. And we are told 

today that Jesus, God’s great healing Presence, Emmanuel is coming! (See the Old 

Testament lesson, Isa.7:10-16). 
 

In the second reading from Romans 1:1-7 (a powerful text!), Paul reassures his 

hearers (and by extension us) that the gospel is all about the Good News of what God 

has done for us in his Son, Jesus Christ (Rom.1:3-4). The passage makes a perfect 

reading for the last Sunday of Advent. It’s exactly what we are about to celebrate at 

Christmas. 
 

Think back to those travellers in the Serengeti anxious to see everything and miss 

nothing. It needed Mousa to call a halt and let his spirit catch up with him to show 

them what they are missing. The readings today are making sure we miss nothing. A 

Nigerian proverb says, ‘Listen, and you will hear the footsteps of the ant’. Today we 

are challenged to listen and hear the footsteps of God who is coming into our lives in 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

 

Advent blessings, 
Moses. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K, David G. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

Forgive us, Lord, when we listen, but do not hear; when we look, but do 

not see; and when we feel, but do not act. Draw us by your grace into 

the righteous deeds of your kingdom and your reign of justice and 

peace; through Christ our Lord. Amen.        Maria Hare (1798–1870)  
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Notices 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk.. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 
 

NOTE: Thursday Zoom prayer meetings will be paused from Thursday, 22nd Dec. 

They will resume on Thursday, January, 5th.  When we resume, as part of our prayer 

meetings, we will include a time to read slowly a psalm and so over time we will 

read through the whole of the Book of Psalms.  

Christmas day lunch at Emmanuel Church on 25th December  at 

1:30pm offering good company and good food.  Free of charge but 

RSVP by 18th December on 07518444798. Spread the word!  

CHRISTMAS GIVING : We are once again supporting several charities this Christmas 

as follows: 

    Queens Park - Coffee Pot, carol service and anniversary service will be  

    supporting St Lukes Hospice 

    Western Road & Herongate - Carol service, Christingle and Christmas Day -   

    Action for Children 

The cash collections at these services (anything else in an envelope and marked for 

BMC) will be sent to the charities. You can also donate online as usual - please use 

the reference to put which charity you are supporting, or let me know by email or 

phone.  Many thanks to you in advance.  Lorraine & The Finance Team. 

CWEO editions: Please note that CWEO will  be issued on 23rd December and the 

next issue after that will be on the 6th January. 

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
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Notices 

Christmas Market: Thank you to everyone who helped in any way in St Marys two 

weeks ago at the Christmas market.  We served over 600 drinks, a similar amount 

of mince pies and biscuits and welcomed a steady stream of folks from Billericay 

and visitors into the welcoming space in St Marys.  Donations for refreshments 

amounted to £557 for St Luke's Hospice.  We will ask at the CTB for £500 to go to 

St Marys towards the costs of keeping the building open.  Candles were lit with 

prayer requests, carols were sung and voices were raised in conversation as people 

soaked up the atmosphere.  Pauline & Lorraine   

20 year celebration at Queens Park: Please come and join us at Queens Park on 

Friday 16th December for Coffee Pot followed at 11.45am by a special Anniversary 

Service. It is 20 years since the first service was held in December 2002 at the 

church. We are welcoming friends old and new and would love for you to join in the  

Celebration of the work of The Lord in this place.  

Thank you all for your generous gifts for Chang-

ing Pathways , every one of them will make a 

difference and put smiles on little peoples faces 

and those of their mums on Christmas morning.  

Pam S 

Bolivian hand-made clay nativity sent 

from family working in the Quechuan 

community.   

Tree lights around South Green. 



The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

C   Covenant Service  S   Communion P   Parade Service CS   Carol Service 

Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 23rd December 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Queens Park 
Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

16th Dec 
Rev M Agyam  

20 year celebration 
  

18th Dec  

Rev C McDonald 
—————————————————————— 

6:30 Rev M Agyam 
Carols by Candlelight 

Rev M Agyam CS 

23rd Dec 
11:15 Rev M Agyam 

CS 
  

25th Dec  Rev M Agyam   

30th Dec No service   

1st Jan   Rev C McDonald No service 

6th Jan Rev M Agyam C  S   

8th Jan  Rev M Agyam C  S  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

