
Christmas Day 25th December 2022 

Connecting with each other  

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Dear friends,  
 

Christmas is very different this year! Unlike the last two years, where we’ve had to 
cope with lockdown and restrictions, many of us will have families with us again. 
Part of entering into the spirit of Christmas is cooking ‘for’ friends and family coming 
to stay from far away and near, labouring to choose a present ‘for’ that tricky family 
member and offering charity ‘for’ those who are homeless, the needy and those living 
on their own. 
 

Lots of ‘doing-for’ gestures, which are all generous and noble. But I wonder, do they 
work? Does our hospitality bring that much-needed conversation to happen? Does 
the gift bridge the rift with my relative? Does the gesture of charity bring us closer to 
those in need? 
 

I’ve realised recently that the three-letter word ‘for’ isn’t the preposition God chooses 
at Christmas. The angel says to Joseph, “‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’” At the start 
of John’s gospel, we read: ‘The Word became flesh and lived with us.’ I suggest the 
word that lies at the heart of Christmas and the heart of our Christian faith is that 
word, ‘with’. 
 

At Christmas, God doesn’t sort the world out (at least, directly) or shower us with 
blessings (at least directly). We may wish God would make everything happy and 
surround us with perfect things. Rather, the good news of Christmas is that God 
celebrates by being ‘with’ us, by becoming flesh in Jesus so that from that point on 
everything else in the world may be founded on a fundamental, unalterable, 
everlasting, and utterly unswerving God is with us, Emmanuel. God becomes one of 
us in Jesus to bring calm, wholeness, and peace, even amid the storm and the unrest 
we currently see in the world and our lives. 
 

Here is the challenge. This year, whether you’re alone or with family, I encourage you 
to take some time this Christmas to know that Christ is born for you and walks ‘with’ 
us in the twists and turns and into the mess and muddles of our lives. 
 

Hear the words God speaks to you unambiguously in this festive season: I am ‘with’ 
you. Behold, my dwelling is ‘among’ you. I’ve moved into the neighbourhood. I will be 
‘with’ you always. My name is Emmanuel – God ‘with’ us. 
 

I wish you and your loved ones a blessed and joyous Christmas and a brighter and 
more fruitful 2023. 
 
Pax, 
Moses. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, David G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

O consuming fire, O Spirit of love, descend into our hearts and there 

transform us until we are fire of your fire, love of your love, and Christ 

himself is formed within us. Amen.  

      Elizabeth of Schonau (d.1184)  
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Notices 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk.. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 
 

NOTE: The Thursday Zoom prayer meetings will resume on Thursday, January, 5th.  

When we resume, as part of our prayer meetings, we will include a time to read 

slowly a psalm and so over time we will read through the whole of the Book of 

Psalms.  

CHRISTMAS GIVING : We are once again supporting several charities this Christmas 

as follows: 

    Queens Park - Carol service (and Coffee Pot) will be supporting — St Lukes  

 Hospice 
 

    Western Road  -  Christingle and Christmas Day -   Action for Children 

The cash collections at these services (anything else in an envelope and marked for 

BMC) will be sent to the charities. You can also donate online as usual - please use 

the reference to put which charity you are supporting, or let me know by email or 

phone.  Many thanks to you in advance.  Lorraine & The Finance Team. 

Your friendly CWEO editors (David A. and Rachel ) wish all our readers 

a very peaceful and joyous Christmas and a very healthy and happy 

new year. 

Please Note that CWEO will not be published next week on 30th December but will 

return on Friday 6th January 2023. 

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
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Encouragement 

Food Bank donations at QP last Friday. Photos taken at 11am with still an hour to 

go! ViC H reports that at the end there were 3 full tables and 40 full bags of food. 

Christmas Services 

Friday 23rd December 
 

11.15am - Queens Park Community 

Church 

We’re Included: Carol Service  

Celebrating the Inclusive Love of God 

Saturday 24th December  

(Christmas Eve) 
 

4.00 pm - Western Road Methodist 

Church 

Christingle Service 

Sunday 25th December  

(Christmas Day) 
 

10.30 a.m. - Western Road Methodist 

Church 

Christmas Day Service 



The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

C   Covenant Service  S   Communion P   Parade Service CS   Carol Service 

Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 6th January 2023 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

23rd Dec 
11:15 Rev M Agyam 

CS 
  

25th Dec  Rev M Agyam   

30th Dec No service   

1st Jan   Rev C McDonald No service 

6th Jan Rev M Agyam C  S   

8th Jan  Rev M Agyam C  S  

13th Jan Rev C McDonald   

15th Jan  R Gallehawk Rev M Agyam C  S 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

