
Dear friends, 
 

Theme of the Year: The Fruit of the Spirit 
 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against such things. 24 And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also be guided by the Spirit.    Galatians 5:22-25 (NRSV) 
 

For our theme this year, we are drawing on Galatians 5:22-25 to guide and 
nourish our faith journey together.  
 

At our covenant service this year, we heard from John’s gospel that we are to 
abide in Jesus, and we are to be fruit-bearing Christians: 16 “You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name” (John 15:16). 
 

What does it mean for us to be fruit-bearing Christians? How would you bear 
fruit for Jesus this year? For John, of course, to bear fruit means sharing in 
Jesus’ life-giving and liberating work, his spirit-empowered acts and deeds of 
love and mercy for others. 
 

Paul in Galatians 5:22-23, a passage known as the ‘fruit of the Spirit’, helps 
us further on this. He identifies fruit-bearing as cultivating virtues - such as 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control’.  
 

These virtues, Paul tells us, are not religious codes or moralistic lists of “do’s” 
and “don’t”. Instead, they are a product of living a life inspired by God’s Spirit. 
That is, it is the Holy Spirit within who forms us in godly virtues. 
 

Our theme for this year is the Spirit and the pursuit of virtue and to reflect 
together on what it would mean for us, individually and collectively, to live a 
spirit-filled way of life, learning, virtue, and service. Which fruit of the Spirit 
needs attending to in your life this year? We are planning to do a preaching 
series on our theme later in the summer.  
Pax 
Moses 

22nd January 2023 

Connecting with each other  

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, David G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

 Lord, be with us this day, 

 Within us to purify us; 

 Above us to draw us up; 

 Beneath us to sustain us; 

 Before us to lead us; 

 Behind us to restrain us; 

                 Around us to protect us. 

                                                                                    (Patrick c389-461)  

2 

Notices 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors (David A. and Rachel ) are always looking 

for encouragement and contemplation pieces to  

balance out the notices. These can be quotes, photos, images (just ensure the im-

ages are copyright free or taken by yourself).  

There could even be a bit of poetry……. 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk.. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 

The monthly Community Market at St Mary’s, Billericay is back on Saturdays with 

the first one this year on 21st January 10am-4pm 

 

Queens Park Anniversary Service will be held on Friday 27th January at 11:45am. 

The service will be led by Rev Moses Agyam, a change to the Circuit Plan. 

Western Road Flower Rota : apologies for the delay - the new rota is now on the 

Vestibule notice board. If you would like to commemorate or celebrate a particular 

date and donate towards flowers, please add your name to the rota.  Any questions 

please call Janet Hibberd on 01277 650276. Thanks.   

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
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Encouragement 

“ Love is the anchor, Lord. 

The one sure thing 

that holds me safe….. 

 

You are there beside me, 

yes, but strange, 

ahead of me as well. 

Love’s landmark, 

beacon blazing, 

beckoning me on, 

and promising safe anchorage ” 

 

Eddie Askew, ‘Conversations and prayers’.  

Epiphany Thought... 

  

 

 

Journeying God, who beckons us to join you on 

the road, be with all your people as we set out 

into this new year. 

 

           Give courage to the cautious, 

           strength to the weary, 

           vision to the short-sighted, 

           hope to those who are broken in spirit.... 

  

....Journeying God, help us to follow you, how-

ever risky it seems, for in you lies our ultimate 

security, our greatest freedom. 

  

Seasons and Celebrations no. 70 

(photo  J Hibberd—Willow sculpture at RHS 

Hyde Hall) 



The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

C   Covenant Service  S   Communion P   Parade Service 

Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 27th January 2023 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

20th Jan A Williams   

22nd Jan  Rev M Agyam  

27th Jan 
Rev M Agyam  

20th Anniversary Service 
  

29th Jan  Rev F Al-Hassan No Service 

3rd Feb Rev M Agyam S   

5th Feb  T Sanger Rev M Agyam S 

10 Feb E Read   

12 Feb  Rev M Agyam  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

