
Dear friends, 
The lectionary readings this week are all about becoming a cross-shaped 
countercultural community of Jesus (see Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15, Matthew 5:1-12,  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31). 
 

In the epistle reading from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Paul deals with the issue of envy 
fuelled disunity in the Church at Corinth. He tells them that their attitude reflects that 
of the standard of the world. The world looks down on those lacking wisdom, power, 
and nobility. In contrast to the worldly characteristics of wisdom, nobility, power and 
influence, God has chosen the way of vulnerability, weakness, powerless without 
nobility. The way of the world is upward mobility; the way of God is downward mobility. 
 

First of all, this describes who we are as Christians. Paul says ‘not many’ of you were 
wise by worldly standards, ‘not many’ were powerful, ‘not many’ were of noble birth. 
The church is full of ‘not manys’ of the world’s standard. In the words of the hymn 
writer, John Bell, Jesus ‘has championed the unwanted’ (Singing the Faith#701). 
Moreover, says Paul, the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but those who are being saved it is the power of God. For ‘in the wisdom of 
God the world did not know God through wisdom’. 
 

Paul tells us that God has chosen us to be a cross-shaped church. This is also the 
theme which runs the rest of the lectionary readings for this Sunday. God chose the 
weak to shame the strong. So today in church just take a look around you! Expect to 
see those who are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, peacemakers, and the 
persecuted. 
 

Jesus does not say that we should try to be poor in spirit, meek, merciful, persecuted. 
Rather he says that you should not be surprised that those who are called to serve in 
his cross-shaped kingdom will find among you those who have learned to do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. You will need those gifts if you are to be for 
the world an alternative to the world’s wisdom. 
 

In other words, only a community shaped by such a people – a people who have 
learned to rely on different gifts from God – stands a chance of being for the world 
Jesus’ cross-shaped wisdom. 
     Pax, Moses. 

29th January 2023 

Connecting with each other  

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Theme for the Year   –   The Fruit of the Spirit 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have  

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, 

let us also be guided by the Spirit.    Galatians 5:22-25 (NRSV) 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, David G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

May the cross of the Son of God, mightier than all the powers of evil, 

bless our going out and our coming in, deliver us from all temptation 

and unruly passion, and the God of all grace bless us, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

      Traditional Indian liturgy  
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Notices 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk.. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 

NEXT OF KIN DETAILS : As part of our pastoral care for one another I hold a next of 

kin contact list so that in the case of an emergency we would have someone to get 

in touch with. All the information is held in the strictest confidence and only  

accessed in the case of an emergency. Please could you let me know if you would 

like your details and those of your next of kin added to this list. Many thanks. Lyn B.  

FIRST STEPS COORDINATOR :  Currently we do not have a First Steps Coordinator to 

maintain contact with the children and families of those baptised in our Church. 

The role includes maintaining contact with the family by occasional visits and tele-

phone calls, sending birthday cards to the child until they go to school and sharing 

any pastoral concerns that may arise. Anyone undertaking this role would need to 

have a current DBS certificate. Please could you let me know if you think this is 

something you would like to do, I would love to hear from you. Lyn B. 

Date for your diary :  DATE OF NEXT PASTORAL MEETING. This has been arranged 

for 2.30pm on Wednesday, 19th April at Western Road.  

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
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Contemplation Corner 

Notices 

Foodbank Benefit Ceilidh :  Saturday 4th February 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm at Canon 

Roche Pastoral Centre.  Dancing to St George Dance Band and with caller Julian 

Whybra.  Tickets are £10 available from billericayfoodbank.eventbrite.co.uk .  

Bring your own drinks and nibbles. For more information email Steve Jordan.  

The event is organised by the Billericay Foodbank and supported by the Mayflower 

Morris Men of Billericay. 

Seeking volunteer chaplains for Basildon Hospital :  A training course for volunteer 

chaplains at Basildon Hospital commences on 22 February, and anyone who would 

like to know more is welcome to email the chaplain volunteer co-ordinator Caroline 

Smith  or phone 01268 524900 ext 3503) 

Warm Space - we will be opening the Church as a Warm space starting on Thursday 

2nd February from 9.30 am to 2.30 pm.  We will be providing hot drinks, cakes and 

soup at lunchtime.  We need donations of cakes please and we need volunteers 

who can perhaps help set up or give an hour to help serve drinks and chat to people 

who visit. All are welcome to join us for a drink, or if you are aware of anyone who 

would benefit from having somewhere warm to spend a few hours, please let them 

know. Please pray that we will be able to offer a warm space to those who need it.  

If you can help, or if you require further information please contact Rev Moses 

Agyam or Gill or Dave R.  Thank you 

Kenya Partnership Update : We have received from Rev. Sammy 

Kagwi a detailed newsletter including photos of the activities we 

have recently given financial support to. This includes the  

Christmas food-parcels distribution, but also money sent to help 

the Community centre where Sammy is training over 100 students in vocational 

skills such as dressmaking, catering and IT skills. Our church Partnership has also 

sent money for the farm project to purchase machinery, seeds etc and small live-

stock. This will encourage the community to become more self-sufficient. Sammy 

would like to purchase - with our help - a woodwork workstation to teach carpentry 

skills. If you feel able to support this or would like further information, please chat 

to Geraldine, Pam C., Maggie K. or Heather. 

Called to his service are women and men, 

so that his body might ever again 

witness through worship, 

through deed and through word 

to Christ our Lord. 

 

              John L. Bell,  StF 688 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/billericay-foodbank-benefit-ceilidh-tickets-444621433677
mailto:stevusjordanicus@hotmail.com
mailto:caroline.smith117@nhs.net
mailto:caroline.smith117@nhs.net


The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

WL Worship Leader  S   Communion P   Parade Service 

Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 3rd February 2023 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

27th Jan 
Rev M Agyam  

20th Anniversary Service 
  

29th Jan  Rev F Al-Hassan No Service 

3rd Feb Rev M Agyam S   

5th Feb  T Sanger Rev M Agyam S 

10 Feb E Read   

12 Feb  Rev M Agyam S  

17 Feb I Brown   

19 Feb  A Williams G Hanton WL 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

