
Dear friends, 
 

Today’s lesson from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21-37) issues a 
huge challenge for us all. Jesus calls us to a deeper justice/righteousness. 
The centrepiece of the passage is verse 20: ‘For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness/justice exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven’. 
 

The scribes and the Pharisees (the social and religious elites) practice of 
justice/righteousness is not adequate according to Jesus (we are not told 
why). Perhaps, this is partly because their teaching and practice were based 
on a narrow understanding of the Old Testament law which ignores its 
implications for human life: justice, mercy, love, and compassion. The scribes 
and the Pharisees do not practice these things; they only maintain the status 
quo. 
 

The big question is how do disciples exceed their justice/righteousness? How 
does our justice/righteousness exceed the world’s? 
 

The rest of the passage shows us how. Jesus gives six examples of the 
exceeding righteousness or life of justice which he requires of his follower: 
(1) dealing with our anger in relationships (5:21-26), (2) human/our lust and 
misdirected desires, especially adultery and male lust (5:27-30), (3) divorce 
and male mistreatment of women [lots in the news at the moment!] (5:31-
32), (4) integrity of word and action [‘let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”’] 
(5:33-37). If we read further, we can add two more to the list: (5) Non-violent 
resistance to evil (5:38-42), (6) and love for enemies (5:43-48). 
 

When we see Jesus’ teaching in this light, we begin to see that these 
examples are deeply relevant to us today. I would suggest that you stay with 
the full passage this week. Ask yourself the question: when did I display 
relationship-destroying/abusive anger towards another person? Do the same 
with the rest of the list. 
 

Jesus says our living must be shaped by God’s justice/righteousness. 

 

God bless, 

Moses 

12th February 2023 

Connecting with each other  

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, David G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 

 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

Help us, O Christ, to seek your truth and bear it;  

to learn your truth and love it,  

to tell your truth and live it,  

and to defend your truth and die in it.  Amen. 

   Based on words of Jan Huss (c.1369–1415)  

2 

Notices 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 

Warm Space - we are continuing to open the Western Road Church as a Warm 

space each  Thursday through February from 9.30 am to 2.30 pm.  We will be 

providing hot drinks, cakes and soup at lunchtime.  We need donations of cakes 

please and we need volunteers who can perhaps help set up or give an hour to help 

serve drinks and chat to people who visit. All are welcome to join us for a drink, or if 

you are aware of anyone who would benefit from having somewhere warm to 

spend a few hours, please let them know. Please pray that we will be able to offer a 

warm space to those who need it.   If you can help, or if you require further  

information please contact Rev Moses Agyam or Gill or Dave R.  Thank you 

The Church family send their love  and congratulations to Geoff P, as he celebrates 

his 90th birthday on Monday. May your Lord continue to bless you and Audrey as 

you enjoy this special day.  

We are saddened to hear of the recent death of Ron Hale.  Ron died peacefully in a 

care home near Cirencester last Friday aged 94.  Ron and Betty were previously 

very active member of our Church before they moved to Cirencester. Ron taught in 

the senior section of the Sunday school amongst other things. Our thoughts and 

prayers are for the family. 

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
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Contemplation Corner 

Notices 

Lent talk kickstarts the journey of Lent by inviting people from 

across Billericay, Wickford, Basildon and beyond to gather at 

Western Road Methodist Church to share an experience of  

learning together. The aim is to make cutting-edge  

scholarship accessible to lay people by bridging academia and 

church/faith and learning to inspire fresh thinking and enable 

the people of God to encounter afresh the transforming power of 

the cross of the  living and active Jesus.  

The first talk entitled ‘The Christian’s Journey:  The Ancient  

Biblical Practice of Being Almost Clueless‘ will be on Sunday 

26th February, 6-8pm at Western Road when the speaker will be  

Dr Conrad Gempf, Lecturer in New Testament Studies, London School of Theology  

Knitted Christmas puddings & Santa Hat chocolate oranges which several people 

brought before Christmas at Queens Park were made by Pearl J to raise funds for St 

Luke’s Hospice. You will be pleased to hear that Pearl raised a grand total of 

£220,  and the hospice has  written to thank her for amazing hard work. 

Kenya Partnership news. We are delighted to have been 

able to send Rev. Sammy a donation to purchase a  

Carpentry Workstation for the Grace community centre. 

We have also sent money for Sammy to provide some of 

his young graduates with business “start-up kits”. A big 

thank you to Pam C. who has updated our Prayer-board. 

There are photos of and letters from the students we sponsor, a newsletter and 

photos of the Grace centre training activities, of the farm project and of the food 

parcels distribution to the Mwakirunge dumpsite families. Please do take a look  - 

our Kenya Partnership is an integral part of the Mission and Ministry of our church 

to our brothers and sisters in Mombasa, Kenya. 

The Promise  

of Spring! 



The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

WL Worship Leader  S   Communion P   Parade Service 

Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 17th February 2023 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

10 Feb Liz Read   

12 Feb  Revd Moses Agyam S  

17th Feb Ian Brown   

19th Feb  Anna Williams Geraldine Hanton WL 

24th Feb Mark Smith   

26th Feb  Revd Moses Agyam  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

