
 

 

Notices for 5th March 2023 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

A warm welcome to anyone who is visiting us today, or anyone who is 

here for the first time. We’re delighted you’ve chosen to worship with 

us today. God invites us to worship as a community of Jesus. May you 

find the welcome of God here. Please do introduce yourself to us and 

join us for refreshment before (Friday) or after (Sunday) the service.  

SERVICES THIS WEEK 
 

   QUEENS PARK   

   Friday, 11:45 am     Friday Communion Service led by Revd Moses Agyam  
 

   WESTERN ROAD 

   Sunday, 10:30 am   Service led by Revd Moses Agyam  followed by AGM 

   Sunday,   6:00 pm   Lent Reflection by Revd Moses Agyam 

PRAYER FOR TODAY  (Lent 2) 
 

Holy God, whose wild Spirit’s breath defies our frozen idols: 

take the night time of our fear and make it a welcoming womb for us and all the 

world; through Jesus Christ, in whom we are born anew.  Amen. 

 
© Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church: Collects for Sundays Years A, B & C, for Festival 

and Seasonal Prayers (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2008)  

 METHODIST PRAYER CIRCLE (Day 5) 
 

On this day are asked to pray for Christians and the Methodist Church in Cameroon 

and Nigeria.  Moderator of the Presbyterian church Fonki Samuel Forba in Came-

roon and Methodist Prelate Kalu Chukwuemeka in Nigeria. 
 

Here in Britain, we are also asked to pray for the Birmingham District and the  

District Chair Revd Novette Headley. 

SET READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND  (Lectionary) 

Genesis 12: 1-4a  

Psalm 121  

Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17  

John 3: 1-17     or     Matthew 17: 1-9 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25


 

 

Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  
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Notices 

Weekly online prayer meetings: Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. If you 

have any questions, need the zoom link, trouble getting into the meeting, or ideas 

for community prayer and would like to lead prayer time, please send an email 

to moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk. Please see CWEO email for zoom details. 

Annual General Meeting/CC at Western Road on Sunday, 5th March. Following a 

shortened morning service starting at 10.30am we will be holding our Annual  

General Meeting during which the Annual Reports will be noted and discussed. 

The Annual Reports booklet has been circulated with the Agenda.  Refreshments of 

tea/coffee and cakes will be provided and everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

Theme for the Year   –   The Fruit of the Spirit 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,  

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. There is no law against such things. And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us 

also be guided by the Spirit.    Galatians 5:22-25 (NRSV) 

Prayer 

Pray for those you know who are in need, asking God to meet their every need.      

Thanksgiving Service for the life of Alec Garner. A celebration service for Alec will 

take place this coming Tuesday (7th March) at 3pm at Western Road church to 

which all are welcome. Following the thanksgiving, there will be an opportunity to 

share in refreshments and chat to the family. Donations in lieu of flowers in Alec’s 

memory can be given to the DEC Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal.  

Please park offsite if you are able. (There is limited parking availability  in Station 

Road, Bellevue Road and The Avenue during the afternoons).  

Jean Gailer’s funeral will take place on Friday 24th March at Basildon and District 

Crematorium and Cemetery at 11.00am in the Riverview Chapel (smaller chapel - 

car park on right hand side of the main drive), Church Road, Bowers Gifford,  

Basildon, CM11 2LE.  It will be conducted by Rev’d Moses Agyam. The Service will 

be followed by the Wake which will be held Anisha Grange Care Home. Anybody 

who would like to attend would be most welcome. Mark and Scott G.  

mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk


 

 

In 1999 a relatively young me walked through the doors of St Andrews in  
Herongate, where the future youngest member was warmly greeted by the current 
oldest - Douglas Hibberd. I instinctively knew in that moment and for an as yet  
undesignated period of time that I had found my new church and church family.  
 

Twenty four years later on Sunday 19th February 2023 those of us who remain  
worshipped together at the last regular Sunday service there. Recollections and 
memories were shared of the people, the place and its life. A place of retreat,  
sanctuary, stillness, social groups, craft fairs, community garden - St Andrews  
means many things to many people. Worship was a time of tears, a time of  
sadness, but also a time of joy and laughter, honouring those who had been part of 
St Andrews since 1977 when it became a Methodist Church on an 80 year lease 
and before that when the premises were shared with the Anglicans. 
 

I wrote a poem expressing my thoughts and read it out and although it was a sad 
moment to mark the end of regular Sunday worship there, we place it in God’s 
hands for its future. For it is not the end - maybe like a caterpillar it will evolve into 
something different, something unexpected, something surprising. Please continue 
to pray that the community will embrace St Andrews and a new chapter will start. 

Breath of God, 
Cools, awakens my senses, 
As I step across an imaginary threshold 
Of the tangible and intangible 
And enter this sacred space, 
Closing door muffling the busy world outside. 
 

On entry, the invisible presence of timeless prayer 
Is discerned, presses forwards, seeps from wooden floor and walls, 
Reminders of those gone before 
Who sat here, laughed, cried and sang 
Some I knew, and still I fancy can still see here 
In the places they sat, 
Their presence lingering, 
Timeless embraces upon the air. 
 

And so too, I linger, 
At one with all, 
Gazing, drawn into a spectacle of shimmering colour and light, 
A window into the world where Christ was crucified. 
A dark world triumphs, albeit briefly so 
For love we know conquers all. 
 

This place where we meet, 
Friends all, united as one, 
Forever grafted onto our hearts. 
 

This temple for a God 
Whom some people claim does not exist. 
I ask – in truth - how can He not? 

St Andrew’s, Herongate 
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Notices 

Church at ANISHA GRANGE : There will be a monthly service 

taking place at Anisha Grange at 3.00 pm. Services will last 

about 45 minutes and the next will be on 12th March led by 

Rupert Hankey. If any church members who know of someone 

who is a resident there then please consider  

accompanying them to these services. 

Lent Reflections: Revd. Moses Agyam will lead the first of his Lent Reflections at 

6pm at Western Road on Sunday 5th March. 

Warm Space - thank you to all who have supported the warm space throughout 

February.  We will be continuing through March every Thursday from 9.30 am to 

2.00 pm at Western Road.  Please continue to support us through donations of 

cakes and biscuits, and by letting friends and family know we are here. For those 

who have volunteered we will be sending out a rota this week. Please also hold this 

initiative in your prayers. Thank you, Gill and Dave   

We send our warmest congratulations to Tom and Clare R on the birth of their 

daughter, Ellie who was born on Monday, 20th February.  We also send our love 

and best wishes to Gill and David R and to Emma, Joe, Phoebe and Finley on the 

safe arrival of Ellie.    

Those unable to attend the talk last Sunday evening by Dr Conrad Gempf or who 

want to hear the talk again can download the audio recording  here or can access it 

on our Youtube channel here. 

Kenya Partnership. We have sent Rev. Sammy money to  

purchase a large workstation for The Grace Centre, which he 

has already ordered & received. Please do have a look at the 

photo on the Prayer board. 

Easter food Parcels appeal. As is our custom, we hope to send Sammy a donation 

for him to purchase basic cooking ingredients for the families living by a  dumpsite 

in Mombasa. We’ll be receiving monetary gifts during Lent - i.e. for the 4 Sundays 

during March. Please can you help? Gifts can be given in the usual way:  by BACS 

into the church account- please reference your donation as “Kenya food parcels”, by 

cheque made out to Billericay Methodist Church or by cash in an envelope please. 

Please clearly mark your donations. 

Thank you for your support. Maggie K., Geraldine, Pam C. & Heather 

Billericay Choral Society’s next concert, together with Maldon and Whitham Choral 

Societies, is Mendelssohn’s Elijah and will be held on Saturday 1 April at 7.30 pm in 

Christ Church, New London Road Chelmsford CM2 0AW.  Tickets £12 in advance or 

£15 on the door are available from Maggie K, Slipped Discs 57-59 High St or online 

from the website billericaychoral.co.uk 

https://mega.nz/folder/z0AjmJyb#kCAp0NdmAdj2yN2PZC059A
https://youtu.be/Qdf4EF8zM2I
http://www.billericaychoral.co.uk


 

 

The Church website has an archive of online services from April 2020 to November 
2022 plus all-age materials in addition to links to other worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

S   Communion P   Parade  WL   Worship Leader AAW  All age Worship B  Baptism 

Future Onsite Services 

Online Services Archive 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 10th March 2023 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

10th Mar Julie Cristin    

12th Mar   
Revd Moses Agyam 

S 
 

17th Mar Ian Brown    

19th Mar   
Revd Moses Agyam  

B    AAW 
 

24th Mar Geraldine Hanton   

26th Mar  Ian Brown  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

